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The Kia Carens is a compact MPV launched in by the Korean manufacturer Kia , now in its third
generation, and marketed worldwide under various nameplates â€” prominently as the Kia
Rondo. In , Kia presented a second generation Carens for model year The Multi-S differed
significantly from the production model, only its inclusion of a dual panel sunroof running the
length of the roof. The name Rondo derives from the musical term Rondo. Kia debuted the first
generation model of Carens, the RS series in May A facelift was issued in The model was
discontinued in Australia in , with production continuing elsewhere for the updated model
which was launched in The second generation Carens, known as the UN series, was launched in
In Australia, sales commenced April In the United States, Kia sold more than 20, units in each of
the first two model years exceeding internal sales goals. Sales rapidly declined in the model
year and never recovered. Available as a five or optional seven passenger vehicle with either a
standard hp 2. In Australia, it is only available as a seven passenger vehicle with a 2. The V6
was Kia's last engine to use a timing belt instead of a timing chain. Options include: moonroof,
leather interior, heated front seats, cruise control, keyless entry, Infinity ten speaker stereo.
Sales began in March in South Korea. The V6 from the second generation has been dropped,
and in its place is the option of a 2. The Carens is offered in either 5-seat or 7-seat
configurations. In September , the Carens was given a minor facelift with redesigned fascias,
wheels and lights, as well as an enlarged "Tiger Nose" grille. The 1. From Wikipedia, the free
encyclopedia. Motor vehicle. Archived from the original on Retrieved Paul Tan's Automotive
News. The Wall Street Journal. Kia Corporation. An affiliate of Hyundai Motor Company.
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website not in Wikidata. Namespaces Article Talk. Views Read Edit View history. Help Learn to
edit Community portal Recent changes Upload file. Download as PDF Printable version.
Wikimedia Commons. Compact MPV M. Front-engine, front-wheel-drive. City car. Visto MXL.
Picanto SA. Picanto TA. Picanto JA. Ray TAM. Pride Y. Qianlima X3. Pegas AB. Rio DC. Rio JB.
Rio UB. Rio YB. Ceed CD. Cerato LD. Forte TD. Forte YD. Forte BD. K4 PF. Credos G-CAR.
Optima MS. Optima MG. Optima TF. Optima JF. K5 DL3. Stinger CK. Enterprise T3. Opirus GH.
K8 GL3. K9 I KH. K9 II RJ. Subcompact SUV. Sonet QY. KX Cross UC. KX3 KC. Compact SUV.
Niro DE. Sportage NB Sportage SL. Sportage QL. Sportage Zhipao NP. Retona AM. EV6 CV.
Mid-size SUV. KX7 QM. Sorento BL. Sorento XM. Sorento UM. Sorento MQ4. Telluride ON.
Mohave HM. Venga YN. Compact MPV. Soul AM. Soul PS. Soul SK3. Carens RS. Carens UN.
Carens RP. Carnival KV-II. Carnival VQ. Carnival YP. Carnival KA4. Bongo Frontier. Granbird I.
Granbird II. See also: List of Kia vehicles. Compact car. Mid-size car. Full-size car. Subcompact
CUV. Compact CUV. Mid-size CUV. If you want a bigger Kia with seven seats, you now have to
look at the latest Sorento crossover. All Carens models sold in the UK get seven seats as
standard. Two CRDi diesels and one petrol engine are available, but an automatic gearbox
option is only available on the higher-powered diesel model. Standard features on the Carens 1
include LED daytime running lights, air conditioning, cruise control with speed limiter, flex steer
â€” with normal, comfort and sport modes, all round electric windows and Bluetooth
connectivity. Move up to the Carens 2 and you get inch alloy wheels, reversing sensors,
automatic climate control, rain sensing wipers and electrically folding mirrors. The
range-topping Caren 4 adds a panoramic sunroof, parallel park assistance and an upgraded
instrument cluster. Its contemporary design and high equipment levels make it a genuinely
interesting alternative for MPV buyers. Throw in a terrific reputation for reliability and some
great independent crash test scores, and the Carens makes even more sense for families on a
budget. Watch out for a large drop in value at resale time, too. To get the higher-output bhp 1.
This engine still struggles to match the performance of its best seven-seat rivals, but it is an
MPV and only feels overly sluggish when fully loaded. In isolation, the Kia feels quick enough,
but it is a heavy car and proves slower in-gear when compared with rivals such as the Fiat L
MPW. Like other cars in the range, the Carens features an automatic-style step in its throttle
pedal in order to promote economical driving, which needs a firm prod to get full power. The
rest of the driving experience is competent, but not particularly exciting. Kia offers the Carens
with its Flex Steer system, which adjusts the weight according to which mode you select
Normal, Comfort or Sport â€” although the changes in response are barely perceptible and not
big enough for it to be a worthwhile addition. The car is equally capable at lower speeds, too.
Unfortunately, if you opt for the entry-level Carens, useful kit such as the reversing camera
aren't even available as options - meaning parking will be that little bit trickier, especially as the
small windows restrict visibility. The 1. The bhp model offers mph in The latter is the only one
available with an automatic gearbox, but it saps acceleration, knocking more than a second and
a half from the mph time. Kia prides itself on its ownership experience and there's no arguing

with its industry-leading seven-year warranty. On top of this, the Care-3 fixed-price servicing
package is conspicuously good value. Three engines are available in the Carens, all of which
come with stop-start as standard. However, while there are two CRDi diesel variants to choose
from â€” both versions of the same 1. In bhp guise, the Kia Carens returns The bhp version
manages The bhp 1. The bhp diesel is the least powerful Carens, and therefore should cost the
least to insure. It sits in group 12, with the petrol-engined model in group The bhp diesel is most
expensive, falling into group Depreciation is definitely an issue here, with the Carens predicted
to retain as little as Over the same ownership cycle, a Ford Grand C-Max should be worth at
least 40 per cent of its new price, while a Volkswagen Touran should be closer to 50 per cent.
The new Carens is much more stylish than its predecessor. The biggest difference between the
two cars is the greater expanse of metal between the wheelarches and lower window line. It's a
coherent design, although entry-level 1 versions make do with just steel wheels and plastic
trims, which lower the tone a notch compared to versions higher up the pecking order. Inside,
the Carens feels solid and very well built, but the design feels rather uninspiring. This is
especially the case for entry-level 1 models which have a rather utilitarian feel and make do
without the gloss black trim, panoramic sunroof and touchscreen multimedia system of
higher-spec 3 Nav cars. Black plastic is used throughout, with a few minor strips of silver trim
on the wheel, dials and vents. On the more luxurious trim-level 3 and 4 models, you get a
seven-inch touchscreen that includes a sat-nav, plus a reversing camera. Despite a lack of
space when compared with some of its rivals, the car features a functional and well-packaged
cabin. While the Carens trim level 1 feels a bit basic, the better-equipped versions are certainly
pleasant enough to live with. Standard kit includes practical features such as Bluetooth, a
reversing camera, window blinds and a cooled glovebox. If you have the panoramic sunroof, it
floods the cabin with light and opens at the touch of a button. There are plenty of cubbyholes
throughout the cabin, including two under the feet of middle-row passengers and a large centre
bin. The front seatbacks are fitted with map nets and trays, plus when you fold the central seat
in the second row, there's a wipe clean back and a pair of useful cup-holders. In this class
interior space is key, so it seems a little odd that the latest Carens is 20mm shorter, 15mm
narrower and 45mm lower than its predecessor. However, by shifting the front pillars of the car
forwards over the front wheels and stretching the distance between the axles by 50mm, Kia has
actually made the interior bigger. But it's still not enough to stop the Carens feeling noticeably
smaller than the leading seven-seat rivals on the market. Middle-row legroom is a bit tight, but
as you'd expect, all three seats slide and fold individually, allowing you to vary the space on
offer across the car. All Carens models sold in the UK come with seven seats, but the two rear
seats are for occasional use only. They're a little tricky to get in and out of, while head, leg and
foot room are in short supply. Fortunately, the seats fold easily into the boot floor with the pull
of a canvas strap. Given the Carens' more compact dimensions, it's no surprise that the litre
boot is smaller than many rivals. On the plus side, the front passenger seat folds flat at the pull
of a lever and even with all seven seats in place there's still litres of luggage capacity to play
with. There's a 12V socket in the boot and a light that doubles as a removable torch, plus
enough space under the floor for the luggage cover, which has carpeted ends to prevent any
scratches. Most of the technology, engines and gearbox featured across the Carens line-up are
already proven in other Kia models. Kia has a strong reputation for reliability generally, which is
why the brand feels able to offer a seven-year warranty that covers most major parts. The
Carens comes with six airbags, full three-point seatbelts and adjustable headrests for all seven
seats, plus electronic stability control. As a result of that â€” plus some obviously sound
engineering - the Carens earned a five-star overall rating in the independent EuroNCAP crash
test in Its test results included a 94 per cent rating for adult occupant safety and 74 per cent for
child seat occupants, and NCAP considered the Carens to be best in its class in In All cars get
Kia's impressive seven-year, ,mile transferable warranty, which has now been extended to also
include seven years of free map updates for cars with factory-fitted sat-nav systems. Service
intervals for the Carens are 12 months or 20, miles, and there are very affordable service plans
that allow you to spread the cost monthly. Skip to Content Skip to Footer. In-depth reviews
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