E46 headliner removal

This is a 91 BMW i with a sunroof that was in need of a new headliner. The headliner is replaced
basically the same way as any other car; but slightly more complicated because of the sunroof
and recessed handles, and a few other goodies, like the headliner board being removed through
the rear passenger door. But with a little persistence and hard work, nothing is impossible. The
color used here is tan, if you have a gray headliner, gray will match it. Baggy Headliner in a
good looking auto. Remove all the things that attach through the headliner board; such as the
visor lights they snap out. Remove the handles above each door. There is a little cover over the
screws that snaps out. Remove the screw but leave the handle attached to the board. You can
remove them later. Unsnap the front post covers and the rear side panel covers. Pull the pinch
welt trim loose that trims the edge of the headliner board over the door openings. The board is
ready to drop down; there are clips holding it around the sunroof opening and at the rear. Push
the covered piece back; allowing the clips that hold it in place to be detached. The 2 black clips
you see at the front of the cover here. Then pull the cover out slowly. There are 2 studs attached
to the sunroof that the clips were attached to. You may have to pull up on the metal of the
sunroof for the cover to slide out. It slides right out. Remove the headliner board through the
back drivers side door. You can see the metal slats around the opening; this is where the clips
are attached that secures the board around the sunroof opening. Remove the old material and
clean the board with a brush to remove the old deterioated foam. When the board is clean; glue
the new material to the board. Take care around any recessed areas that the material is worked
into the recess as it should be. Rub it out with the palm of your hand to ensure a good
adhesion. Cut all the holes for the goodies that you took down and you are good to go. Take the
old material off the sunroof cover and glue another piece to it Slide the headliner board back in
the automobile and replace everything; and then slide the sunroof inside cover back into place
This is just another view of the backside of the handles above the doors. This is a 91 BMW i with
a sunroof that was in need of a new headliner. The headliner is replaced basically the same way
as any other car; but slightly more complicated because of the sunroof and recessed handles,
and a few other goodies, like the headliner board being removed through the rear passenger
door. But with a little persistence and hard work, nothing is impossible. The color used here is
tan, if you have a gray headliner, gray will match it. Baggy Headliner in a good looking auto.
Remove all the things that attach through the headliner board; such as the visor lights they
snap out. Remove the handles above each door. There is a little cover over the screws that
snaps out. Remove the screw but leave the handle attached to the board. You can remove them
later. Unsnap the front post covers and the rear side panel covers. Pull the pinch welt trim loose
that trims the edge of the headliner board over the door openings. The board is ready to drop
down; there are clips holding it around the sunroof opening and at the rear. Push the covered
piece back; allowing the clips that hold it in place to be detached. The 2 black clips you see at
the front of the cover here. Then pull the cover out slowly. There are 2 studs attached to the
sunroof that the clips were attached to. You may have to pull up on the metal of the sunroof for
the cover to slide out. It slides right out. Remove the headliner board through the back drivers
side door. You can see the metal slats around the opening; this is where the clips are attached
that secures the board around the sunroof opening. Remove the old material and clean the
board with a brush to remove the old deterioated foam. When the board is clean; glue the new
material to the board. Take care around any recessed areas that the material is worked into the
recess as it should be. Rub it out with the palm of your hand to ensure a good adhesion. Cut all
the holes for the goodies that you took down and you are good to go. Take the old material off
the sunroof cover and glue another piece to it Slide the headliner board back in the automobile
and replace everything; and then slide the sunroof inside cover back into place This is just
another view of the backside of the handles above the doors. In North Carolina, convertibles are
commonplace. A bargain of a used hardtop presented itself, but when the windows were
lowered its headliner would ripple like the waves on Mashpee-Wakeby Lake. There was only one
solution: take it all apart, buy some glue and fabric and then put it all back together. Informed
consent: I have provided this as a guide. It was performed on a BMW hardtop, and they may not
all be exactly the same. Attempt this at your own risk. First, I found some styrofoam blocks and
turned the hardtop upside-down on top of it. If your hardtop is like mine, the removal of the side
panels consists of prying out and disconnecting the electrical connectors from the rear seat
overhead lights, and giving a firm tug on the panels. The headliner itself comes down after
removing the three handles and one set of plastic squares, as well as the circular front latch.
The handles and squares are held in with screws and the latch is held in by a very small allen
screw on the side of the handle base. Carefully pry it off. When I pulled the old fabric off, I was
greeted with the old sticky foam remnant material from the previous fabric backing. I used a
variety of household instruments such as putty knives, a scrub brush and razor blades to
scrape the stuff off. Tip: measure every piece to be covered before taking it all apart. Go

overkill, buy extra material. Invest in a high quality headliner glue such as 3M. Get your glue and
headliner material out. Spray multiple layers of glue while letting each dry for a few minutes I
followed the directions on the can. Start to roll out your headliner material and press it in.
Trying to mold the new fabric around the front latch area was probably the most difficult part.
Notice how much extra material was left to wrap around the other sides â€” make sure you
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